




Thinking About the Next 100 Years: 
Shaping Faith, Hope and Love into Action

During this quadrennium, United Methodist Women has crafted a vision statement and 

added it to our logo. We have affirmed that we are working on turning faith, hope and love 

into action on behalf of women, children and youth around the world. This is not so much 

a new understanding of what God is calling us to do but a reshaping of the material of our 

work together. 

Quilts are not just made for warmth; they are made in fellowship and with appreciation of a 

piece of good cloth that might otherwise have been overlooked. Quilts are often beautiful 

and powerful expressions of creativity and meaning. Some allow regular patterns to emerge 

from irregular materials, and some remain crazy collections of fancy and plain fabrics 

ornamented by fancy and plain stitches. Some quilters fashion their work to tell a story 

or lead people to freedom, as women, both slave and free, did along the Underground 

Railroad. 

United Methodist Women has changed many times over our 140-plus years. We have been 

an organization that helped women learn the rules of procedure, plan, implement plans and 

reform plans and to keep on examining and implementing. We are also an organization that 

has stood against racial segregation, organizing outside the segregated structures of the 

Central Jurisdiction and forming places where women of different racial and ethnic groups 

could come to know one another as sisters, and we chose to continue our work to become 

the multiethnic, antiracist organization that the church and the world need us to be today. 

We are an organization that has examined needs and found resources to meet them in 

many different ways. We will continue to be this sort of an organization. 

After all, it is the love of God that moves us. We know ourselves to be loved and we know 

that God’s amazing love extends to the whole world. It is the hope that we have in God’s 

good will for the world, and it is our faith in God through Jesus Christ that impels us into 

action, shaped and reshaped to respond to the needs of members and nonmembers 

around the world.

Harriett Jane Olson

Deputy General Secretary

Women’s Division of the United Methodist General Board of Global Ministries of 

The United Methodist Church
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February • Women's Division joins Jubilee USA Network in calling for the cancellation 

of Haiti's international debt and issues an Action Alert for United 

Methodist Women to contact their congressional representatives to 

support the action.

• Women's Division begins weekly Lenten devotions by women online.

March • 	While world government leaders review global progress on women's 

rights at the United Nations 54th Commission on the Status of Women 

convenes in New York City, March 1-12, Women's Division cosponsors 

a series of parallel events for women lead-ers of faith-based and other 

nongovernmental organizations at United Methodist Women's Church 

Center for the United Nations. Speakers at the "Beijing + 15: What Do 

Gender, Race, Class Have To Do with It?" workshop discuss women's 

vulnerability during times of economic crisis, climate change, natural 

disasters, war and conflict and strategize ways to ensure women's voices 

are heard and needs addressed.

•	 Women's Division leads United Methodist Women as a partner in the 

2010 U.S. Census, joining with government, nonprofit, corporate and 

community organizations committed to encouraging members to support 

the U.S. Census Bureau's goal of achieving a complete count.

•	 Women's Division and United Methodist Women members from more 

than14 conferences joined other United Methodists and some 200,000 

immigrants and allies calling for just reform of immigration policies in an 

historic "March for America" on the National Mall in Washington, D.C., 

March 21.



10

April -May • United Methodist Women Assembly in St. Louis, Mo., April 30-May 2 

fires up United Methodist Women members for mission action in their 

communities, nation and world. More than 7,000 women attend the 

quadrennial Assembly that kicked off with two pre-conference events: a 

Mission in the 21st Century symposium and the Ubuntu Day of Service, 

which took participants into St. Louis for a day of hands-on Christian 

service as volunteers with local organizations.

Catherine Heggarty (right), 
an online evangelist for 

United Methodist Women, 
shows another woman 

the joys of internet 
communications in the 
Experience Hall at the 

2010 Assembly of United 
Methodist Women in St. 

Louis, Missouri, Missouri.
Credit: Paul Jeffrey

The Della Lamb Children's Choir 
performs during opening worship of 
the 2010 United Methodist Women's 
Assembly in St. Louis, Missouri.
Credit: Paul Jeffrey
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United Methodist Women 
join a rally in support of 
immigrants' rights during 
their Assembly in St. Louis. 
Credit: Mike DuBose, 
UMNS

Mary Eva Johnson, a United 
Methodist Woman from the Desert 

Southwest Annual Conference, 
cleans up trash in a vacant lot in 

downtown St. Louis, Missouri. 
She and hundreds of other 

women volunteered for a variety 
of activities as part of an all day 

Ubuntu Day of Service preceding 
the 2010 Assembly of United 

Methodist Women in St. Louis.
Credit: Paul Jeffrey

Roena Littlejohn (left) of 
Bridgeport, Conn., and Ruth 
Cleveland (right) of Medina, N.Y., 
mix salad for a "Peace Meal" 
at Kingdom House in St. Louis. 
They were taking part in a day 
of volunteer service during the 
United Methodist Women's 
Assembly in St. Louis. Credit: 
Mike DuBose, UMNS.
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September

October

• 	United Methodist Women members participated in a day of monitoring 

messages of women in the media. Those results are now available 

through the Global Media Monitoring Project's report, "Who Makes the 

News?"

• 	Faith and funding partners of United Methodist Women in Pakistan report 

that recent flooding in Pakistan has hit the poorest of the poor and has 

further deepened poverty among those living at the lowest economic 

level. Homes, crops, soil and personal belongings have been lost and 

have caused the collapse of minimal survival for many families.

• 	Women's Division releases the 2011 United Methodist Women Reading 

Program Book List for 2011.

• 	Women's Division and Broadway United Methodist Church in Council 

Bluff, Iowa co-sponsor fundraiser and advocate recruiter drive for Justice 

for Our Neighbors. The division also sponsors a webcast and online chat 

event on just immigration policies. have caused the collapse of minimal 

survival for many families.

June • 	Study leaders for United Methodist Women's annual geographic, issue 

and spiritual growth mission studies in are trained at Women's Division-

sponsored Regional Schools of Christian Mission. The 2010 studies 

explored the Sudan, mission in the age of global Christianity and the 

Epistles of John I, II and III.

•	 Women's Division participates in the world church celebration of the 

World Missionary Conference in Edinburgh in 1910. Christians from all 

over the world join in unity and ex-plore different ways of Witnessing to 

Christ Today.
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November

December

• 	Women's Division issues an Action Alert calling on United Methodist 

Women members to commemorate International Day for the Elimination 

of Violence Against Women, Nov. 25, by hosting an educational forum on 

how to stop human trafficking. 

• Women's Division announces a United Methodist Women-United 

Methodist Men partnership against domestic violence to raise awareness 

and provide training in United Methodist congregations. The two groups 

endorse the message of the National Declara-tion by Religious and 

Spiritual Leaders to Address Violence Against Women, which the Council 

of Bishops of the United Methodist Church signed in 2006.




