





THE PURPOSE

The purpose of the Reading Program is to encourage
United Methodist Women:

« to expand understanding of and participation in God’s mission;

e to increase sensitivity to all human beings—their needs,
interests, and concerns;

e to encourage critical thinking about issues facing humanity today;

e to grow in understanding of Scripture as it relates to Christian
faith in contemporary life;

e to enhance self-knowledge and to act from that knowledge; and

e to strengthen involvement in local and global Christian mission.

The Women'’s Division recommends a diverse range of books with
the intention of broadening exposure to a variety of concepts. The
Women'’s Division does not intend that readers accept each word
or idea contained within each volume. Some books you may agree
with. Some you may not. Either is all right. The Women’s Division
cares and wants you to be a knowledgeable and caring Christian
about current issues.

BONUS BOOKS

BONUS BOOKS count as two books. They count either as two
books in the same category or as one book in each of two
categories. For example, For God and Country on page 26
counts as one book in Social Action and one book in Nurturing
for Community. Please use the note for each bonus book
description as your guide.

The booklists for 2002-2008 are on the Reading Program Online
Community, www.umwonline.org and lists for 2007 and 2008 are
available at the Women’s Division website, www.umwmission.org.
To order Reading Program books go to www.missionresourcecenter.org.



ABOUT THE BOOKS

The Women’s Division Reading Program Committee chooses the
books. Suggestions come from many sources. Three evaluators (local
members of United Methodist Women) read each book before the
committee reviews it.

Many considerations influence the decision to choose a book:

* the purpose of the Reading Program;

* the diverse membership of United Methodist Women,;
* readability—print size and language;

* the approaches to issues, from familiar to new;

« the cultures represented,;

» the suitability for children and youth;

« the relationship to United Methodist Women concerns.

The reading list includes large print and larger than average print
books for persons who prefer or need large print. To make it easy for
you to find them, they are in separate categories. (See page 32.) The
reading list continues the custom of providing books for children and
youth. (See pages 37-40.)

The books vary in level of difficulty, type of print, and in suitability for
study/discussion.

Do you have suggestions, recommendations, or comments about
Reading Program books? Send them to the Reading Program,
Women’s Division, General Board of Global Ministries, The United
Methodist Church, Room 1502, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115;
email: bathomps@gbgm-umc.org. Please indicate title, author, pub-
lisher, date of publication, and price.

Some older books may not be available at the Mission Resource
Center. Other sources include the public library, online services and
Reading Program books already purchased by your unit.



HOW TO SECURE BOOKS FROM

THE READING PROGRAM LIST

Books on the 2008 Reading Program list, are stocked at the Mission
Resource Center unless noted otherwise in the following listings. See
inside back cover of this booklet for ordering details. Most books are
available in September. Prices and availability are subject to change
by publishers.

e Individuals and United Methodist Women units can purchase their
own Reading Program books from the Mission Resource Center.

< United Methodist Women units and circles can circulate books
among members.

< Individuals can suggest titles to local and church libraries for purchase.
e Several units can exchange books.

e District and conference United Methodist Women can purchase
books for circulation.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE

Any person who wants to participate in the Reading Program should
follow one of the plans on page 5. When the required number of books
and magazines have been read, readers are to report their reading to
their local-unit secretaries of program resources.

Secretaries of program resources are to work with the United

Methodist Women executive committee to promote the program. They

should:

< Distribute copies of this booklet;

e Explain Reading Program procedures and enroll individuals in the
program;

e Order copies of the brochure “Your Reading Program” (stock
#5431, free for postage and handling) from the Mission Resource
Center so members can report the books they have read;

e Secure books and circulate them among unit and circle members; and

< Use “Suggestions for Action”, pages 6-8, as a guide for
choosing titles and mission responses.

The Bible undergirds all Christian reading including that of the Reading
Program. Response, essential reading for understanding the mission
of United Methodist Women, is part of all four reading plans.



PROMOTIONAL IDEAS

FOR LOCAL AND DISTRICT UNITS

10.

11.

. Develop displays -- permanent and portable -- to encourage book

sales, especially around holiday seasons and vacation times.

. Inform parents, grandparents and others with children and youth in

their lives that books for children and youth are available through the
Reading Program. Let Sunday School teachers know of their avail-
ability.

Start a reading group of adults and/or children or youth. Meet
regularly to share and discuss the books members are reading.

Capture interest by attractively mounting quotations from Reading
Program books and posting them throughout the church. Include
book titles, authors, publishers, dates of publication, Reading
Program, year and the fact that United Methodist Women is the
source of these books with each quotation.

Present book reviews of Reading Program books at United
Methodist Women unit and circle meetings.

Highlight large print books, page 32, and books for the visually
impaired, page 42.

Take Reading Program books and Response to retirement and
nursing homes. Read regularly to residents.

Form an action team to take action on an issue discussed in one or
more books. See page 6.

Display progress charts in a prominent place that show readers’
names, the books being read and the reading plans being followed.

Honor those who participate in the Reading Program. Order
Reading Program certificates (Stock #1531, 25 for $4.) from the
Mission Resource Center to present to those who complete reading
plans.

Show special recognition to units and/or individuals who complete
Plans lll and V.



FOUR READING

PROGRAM PLANS

Persons who wish to participate may choose any of the four plans.
Participants should enroll in one of the plans and report completion
of reading requirements to the local unit secretary of program
resources. Titles read from the 2003 list will be credited through
December 31, 2008.

PLAN I

e 4 books each year.
< 1 from each category.

e Selections from the 2004-2008 reading lists if not included in
previous reports. (Including youth books.)

e Regular reading of Response.

PLAN I

e 10 books each year.
e At least 2 from each category.

e Selections from the 2004-2008 reading lists if not included in
previous reports. (Including youth books.)

e Regular reading of Response.

PLAN Il

e 15 books each year.
e 8 books with at least two from each category.
e 7 additional books from any category.

e Selections from the 2004-2008 reading lists if not included in
previous reports. (Including youth and children’s books.)

e Regular reading of Response.

PLAN IV

e 20 books each year.
e 8 books with at least two from each category.
e 12 additional books from any category.

e Selections from the 2004-2008 reading lists if not included in
previous reports. (Including youth and children’s books.)

e Regular reading of Response.



THE READING PROGRAM

LEADS TO ACTION!

For more than 135 years, members of United Methodist Women and
predecessor orgazniations have been involved in mission that
includes prayer, study, and action. The Reading Program is a study
opportunity. But it should also lead to action. Here are a few sugges-
tions to assist you.

1.

Pray. Books often raise concerns about people, countries and issues.
Bring these concerns to God during your prayer time at home and
at unit or circle meetings.

. Suggest that your unit have a program. There are many important top-

ics covered by the Reading Program that your unit should explore
further. For earth month celebrations and environmental study read:
Earth Trek: Celebrating and Sustaining God’s Creation (#R1014). For
additional resource information for the 2007-2008 Israel/Palestine
mission study read: War and the Christian Conscious: Where Do
You Stand? (#R1030).

Act. Many of the books on the Reading Program lists deal with issues
such as racism, human rights, peace, the environment, and concerns
of women and children. Follow up your reading with action!

SUGGESTIONS FOR ACTION

Write a letter to the President, your congressperson, or to the editor
of your local newspaper. Read The One-Hour Activist (#2465).

Write an article for your church newsletter or share your concern
with your unit or circle. Determine what action you can take together.
Join the UMW Action Network to receive up-to-date legislative
information. Contact the Women’s Division’s Office of Public
Policy in Washington, D.C., at 100 Maryland Ave. NE, Room 530,
Washington, DC 20002 or on the web at www.umwmission.org.
Look at the United Methodist Social Principles to see our church’s
stand on specific issues. The Social Principles are in The Book

of Discipline, or you can order a copy from the Mission Resource
Center (#3666/$2).



Stay involved with the United Methodist Women Children’s Campaign.
Read | Choose To Stay (#R1017) and support the National Council of
Churches’ Public Education Committee in their efforts to advocate for
quality public education in the United States. Plan to hold a litany of
dedication for public school teachers during a worship service so you
can recognize this important vocation. Write to your congressional rep-
resentatives about “No Child Left Behind” legislation. Resources for
this are included in the Public Education Online Community at
www.umwonline.org. Attend school board meetings and PTA/PTO
meetings at local schools to find out what is going on in your own
community so you can take action.

Explore ways that advertising is affecting children. Read Who’s Raising
Your Child? (R#1007). Look around your community, your church, your
school, on television and even in your home for ways that advertising has
crept in to influence children. Work wtih parents on eliminating some of
this and training children to be aware of advertising pressures.

Consider sponsoring a study of 10 Gospel Promises for Later Life
(#R1001) with the senior citizens in your congregation or local unit or cir-
cle. Invite them to read Keeping Spiritual Balance As We Grow Older
(#R1040) and Mrs. Hunter’s Happy Death (#R1036). Discuss the physical
concerns people have as they age. Invite your unit or circle to write let-
ters to their legislators asking for health insurance coverage for all older
persons, especially women. Volunteer to drive women to the doctor for
appointments. Visit them in local nursing homes. Make food for older
persons when they come home from the hospital. Recruit a group of fam-
ilies to give a Saturday to clean house and/or do yard work for elderly
people in your congregation.

Put into action the Charter for Racial Justice Policies of The United Methodist
Church. Read Grace Matters (#R1048).

e Develop biracial/cultural Koinonia groups.

< Actively encourage pulpit exchanges and joint worship services
on special occasions.

e Actively encourage support for equal employment practices in
the church and community.

e Have the local unit or church sponsor a refugee family.

e Actively promote the Quadrennial Emphasis on the Ethnic
Minority Local Church.



e Contact your conference Committee on the Charter for Racial
Justice Policies for resources.

Join the Action Campaigns of United Methodist Women on the Women'’s
Division website: www.umwmission.org. Campaign issues include:

1. Environment: Read Earth Trek: Celebrating and Sustaining God’s
Creation (#R1014), When the Rivers Run Dry (#R1006) and
Almost Gone (#R1012).

2. Economic Justice: Read Living Bountifully: The Blessings of
Responsible Stewardship (#R1021).

3. Prayers for Peace for the Whole Church: Read War and the
Christian Conscious: Where Do You Stand?(#R1030) and The
Librarian of Basra (#R1011).

4. For more information about:

Immigration: Read Enrique’s Journey/La Travesia de Enrique
(R1033/#R1035) and Hard Line: Life and Death on the U.S.-Mexico
Border (#R1034).

Darfur: Read They Poured Fire on Us From the Sky (#R1032) and
Brothers in Hope (#R1021).

5. A call for cutting military spending on the FY2008 budget and
increasing funds for education, jobs, housing and health care for all:
Read What Can One Person Do? (#2441); The One-Hour Activist
(#2465).

Organize. You and your unit can contact the Office of Community
Action to work on social action plans for your local unit or circle and
church. To obtain resources for community organizing. Call 212-870-
3766 or e-mail slee@gbgm-umc.org.

God bless you as you pray, study, act, and organize in Christ’s name.



PROPOSITO

El propdsito del Programa de Lectura consiste en motivar a las
Mujeres Metodistas Unidas para que:

e expandan su comprension de la mision de Dios y su participacion
en la misma,;

e aumenten su interés solidario en todos los seres humanos:
sus necesidades, sus anhelos y sus preocupaciones;

e promuevan la reflexion critica sobre los desafios que confronta
la humanidad,;

e se conozcan mejor a si mismas y aprovechen ese conocimiento
para enriquecer sus vidas;

< intensifiquen su participacion en la mision cristiana a nivel local
y mundial.

La Division de Mujeres recomienda una lista variada de libros con
la intencién de familiarizarnos con nuevas ideas y conceptos. No
es la intencién de la Division de Mujeres que sus miembros
acepten cada palabra o idea en esos libros. Con algunos de esos
titulos usted estara de acuerdo; con otros, quizas no, y eso es
de esperar. Lo importante es que usted sepa que la Division de
Mujeres se preocupa por su formacion y desea que usted conozca
los retos actuales y que pueda hacer algo al respecto.

—— LIBROS DE CREDITO DOBLE ———

Los LIBROS DE CREDITO DOBLE valen como dos libros. Se
pueden contar como dos libros de una misma categoria o como
uno de cada una de dos categorias diferentes.

Las listas de libros para 2002-2008 se pueden consultar en la pagina
electrénica de la Division de Mujeres: www.umwonline.org. Las lis-
tas del 2007 y del 2008 se encuentran en: www.missionresource
center.org, bajo el titulo: “Reading Program”.



La Biblia se encuentra a la base misma de todo programa de lectura
cristiano y, en consecuencia, del Programa de Lectura. Todo el mundo
deberia leerla aunque no se le diese crédito por ello. También se
recomienda la lectura de la revista Response (publicacién en inglés,
que trae un articulo en espafiol). Se puede recibir crédito por la lectura
de estas revistas, ya que son parte del Programa de Lectura.
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SUGERENCIAS DE PROMOCION

PARA LAS UNIDADES LOCALES

. Organice un equipo de accidn para hacer algo con respecto a una

de las necesidades/preocupaciones sobre las que se esté leyendo
(vea la pagina 13).

Presente resefias/comentarios breves sobre los libros del Programa
de Lectura durante las reuniones de su unidad.

Genere interés en el programa mediante citas de diferentes libros.
Escribalas en letras bien grandes y cuélguelas en diferentes sitios
por toda la iglesia. Incluya en cada cita la siguiente informacion:
titulo del libro, autor, editorial, fecha de publicacién y la siguiente
referencia: PROGRAMA DE LECTURA DE LAS MUJERES METODIS-
TAS UNIDAS PARA ___ (afi0).

Prepare exhibiciones, carteleras, ilustraciones fijas o méviles para
promover la venta de esos titulos especialmente alrededor de las
fiestas y antes de las vacaciones.

Lleve libros del Programa de Lectura a los hogares de ancianos.
Comparta lecturas de esos recursos con los residentes.

Comience un grupo de lectura para adultos y/o nifios y nifas.
Relnase periddicamente para conversar sobre los libros que los
miembros del grupo estan leyendo.

Prepare una grafica en un lugar bien accesible con los nombres de
las lectoras, los libros que estan leyendo y los planes de lectura
que estéan siguiendo.

Reconozca a las personas que participan en el grupo de lectura.
Puede ordenar del Mission Resource Center certificados del
Programa de Lectura (#1531; 25 certificados por $4.00) para presen-
tarselos a aquellas personas que completen un programa de lectura.

Reconozca en forma especial a las unidades/personas que completen
los Planes Il o IV.



ACERCA DE LOS LIBROS

El Comité del Programa de Lectura de la Division de Mujeres escoge
los libros. Varias personas sugieren titulos y tres evaluadoras (miem-
bros locales de las Mujeres Metodistas Unidas) leen cada libro antes
de que los lea el comité.

Algunos de los muchos aspectos que se tienen en cuenta a la hora de
escoger un libro son:

e el proposito del Programa de Lectura;

e la diversidad de la membresia de las Mujeres Metodistas Unidas;

< el nivel de dificultad de lectura, especialmente el tamafio de la
letra y el tipo de lenguaje que usa;

e la manera en que enfoca diferentes temas;

e las culturas que representa;

e sies accesible para los nifios y jovenes;

e su relacion con las preocupaciones de la Division de Mujeres y
las Mujeres Metodistas Unidas.

La lista de lectura incluye libros en espafiol (vea la pagina 56). Los
libros varian segun su nivel de dificultad, el tipo de letra y su idoneidad
para el estudio y el dialogo.

¢Tiene alguna sugerencia, recomendacion o comentario sobre los
Libros del Programa de Lectura? Envielos al Programa de Lectura,
Division de Mujeres, Junta General de Ministerios Globales, Iglesia
Metodista Unida, Oficina 1502, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115.
(Correo electrénico: bathomps@gbgm-umc.org). Por favor indique
titulo, autor, editor, fecha de publicacion y precio.

Si alguno de los titulos mas antiguos ya no se encuentra en el Mission
Resource Center, de todos modos puede preguntar en una libreria
evangélica, la biblioteca publica, algun servicio de distribucién en el
internet o incluso los miembros de su unidad, ya que alguien pudo
haberlo comprado en afios anteriores.
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COMO CONSEGUIR LIBROS

DE LA LISTA DEL
PROGRAMA DE LECTURA

TODOS los libros de la lista del Programa de Lectura para 2008,
excepto que se indique lo contrario, se encuentran disponibles en el
Service Center. (Vea informacion sobre como ordenarlos en el interior
de la tapa de atras). Nota: casi todos los libros ya estan disponibles
en septiembre. El precio y la disponibilidad de los mismos estan
sujetos a cambios efectuados por sus respectivas editoriales.

e Una persona puede comprar los libros del Mission Resource
Center por su propia cuenta.

e La unidad puede comprar los libros para circularlos entre
sus miembros.

e Cualquier persona puede sugerir titulos a la biblioteca local o
de la iglesia.

e Varias unidades pueden intercambiar sus propias “bibliotecas”.

e Un distrito o una conferencia puede comprar libros para
circularlos entre sus respectivas membresias.

COMO PARTICIPAR EN

EL PROGRAMA DE LECTURA

Cualquier persona que desee participar en el Programa de Lectura
debe seguir uno de los cuatro planes en la pagina 13. Cuando haya leido
el nimero necesario de libros y revistas, inférmele a su secretaria local
de recursos para programa.

La secretaria de recursos para programa trabaja con el comité eje-
cutivo en la promocién del Programa de Lectura y es responsable de:

e distribuir este folleto;
e explicar los procedimientos e inscribir a la gente en el programa;

e ordenar ejemplares de “Your Reading Program” (#5431, gratis,
excepto costos de procesamiento y envio) para que los miembros
de la unidad puedan informar acerca de los libros que han leido;

e consegquir los libros y distribuirlos entre los miembros;

e usar las sugerencias para la accion en la pagina 14 como guia para
escoger titulos y respuestas misionales.
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CUATRO PLANES PARA

EL PROGRAMA DE LECTURA

Las personas que deseen participar pueden escoger cualquiera de los
cuatro planes. Las participantes deben anotarse en uno de esos planes
y notificar a la secretaria local de recursos de programa cuando lo
hayan completado. (Libros leidos de la lista del afio 2003, podran ser
acreditados hasta el 31 de diciembre de 2008).

PLAN |

e 4 libros por afio.
e 1 libro de cada categoria.

e Selecciones de las listas de 2004-2008 que no se hayan incluido
en informes anteriores.

PLAN I

e 10 libros por afio.
e Por lo menos 2 libros de cada categoria.

e Selecciones de las listas de lectura de 2004-2008 que no se
hayan incluido en informes anteriores.

PLAN Il

e 15 libros por afio.
e 8 libros, por lo menos 2 de cada categoria.
e 7 libros adicionales de cualquier categoria.

e Selecciones de las listas de lectura de 2004-2008 que no se
hayan incluido en informes anteriores.

PLAN IV

e 20 libros por afio.
e 8 libros, por lo menos 2 de cada categoria.
e 12 libros adicionales de cualquier categoria.

e Selecciones de las listas de lectura de 2004-2008 que no se
hayan incluido en informes anteriores.
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iEL PROGRAMA DE LECTURA

CONDUCE A LA ACCION!

Durante més de 100 afios, las Mujeres Metodistas Unidas han partici-
pado activamente en la mision a través de la oracion, el estudio y la
accion. El Programa de Lectura le ofrece una oportunidad para estudiar,
pero también deberia guiarla a la accion. Le ofrecemos las siguientes
sugerencias para su ayuda.

1.

Ore. A menudo los libros despiertan nuestro interés y preocupacion
por la gente, las naciones y diferentes cuestiones contemporaneas.
Comparta estos intereses y preocupaciones con Dios durante sus
momentos de oracién en su hogar o en las reuniones de su unidad
o de su circulo de lectura.

. Sugiera un programa a su unidad. El Programa de Lectura cubre

una gran variedad de topicos que su unidad podria explorar mas
a fondo.

Haga algo. Muchos de los libros de la lista del Programa de Lectura
tratan asuntos como el racismo, los derechos humanos, el cuidado
del medioambiente, las mujeres y los nifios. jPermita que sus lecturas
la inspiren para ponerse en accion!

SUGERENCIAS PARA LA ACCION
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Escriba una carta al presidente, a sus congresistas o al editor de
su periédico local.

Escriba un articulo para el periédico o boletin de su iglesia o com-
parta su preocupacién con su unidad o circulo. Decidan qué pueden
hacer juntas.

Suscribase a la UMW Action Network (Red de Accion de las
Mujeres Metodistas Unidas) para recibir informacion actualizada
sobre lo que esta haciendo el Congreso. Puede contactar la oficina
en la ciudad de Washington en la siguiente direccion: UMW Action
Network, 100 Maryland Ave. NE, Oficina 530, Washington, DC
20002 (en el internet: www.umwmission.org. Si desea inscribirse
a través del internet, vaya al formulario de inscripcién de Action
Network situado a la izquierda).



e Consulte los “Principios Sociales” de nuestra iglesia para ver
su posicion sobre determinados problemas o asuntos. Los
“Principios Sociales” se encuentran en el libro de la Disciplina.
Puede conseguirlos por separado, en inglés, del Mission
Resource Center (#3666, $2.00).

Contintie apoyando la Campafia para la Infancia, una iniciativa de
las Mujeres Metodistas Unidas. Participe en programas de tutoria,
supervisiéon e inspiracion para los nifios y nifias. Lea materiales sobre
los problemas y esperanzas de la infancia. Escriba cartas y mensajes
electrénicos 0 comuniquese con sus representantes en el Congreso
sobre cuestiones de educacién publica en su ciudad y estado. Si tiene
un hijo o una hija en la escuela secundaria (“high school”), hable con
la directora para asegurarse de que la escuela reconoce su obligacion
de informar a los padres acerca de sus opciones educativas. Entérese
de cOmo operan los reclutadores militares. Lea las siguientes sec-
ciones del Libro de Resoluciones. 2004: “Los nifios soldados” (1166); el
Servicio Militar (1164.V, Seccion |, Servicio Militar, “Principios Sociales.
2005-2008") y alguna otra publicacién actualizada y util sobre los cris-
tianos y la guerra. Comuniquese con la Oficina de la Division de
Mujeres para la Defensa de la Infancia, la Juventud y la Familia: por
teléfono 1-202-488-5660, mediante fax 1-202-488-5681 o correo elec-
trénico (jtaylor@gbgm-umc.org).

4. Organice. Hay numerosas coaliciones locales y nacionales que
estan bregando con muchos de los asuntos cubiertos por el Programa
de Lectura. Usted o su unidad podrian unirse a estos grupos para
trabajar por cambios en la comunidad.

Que Dios la bendiga en sus oraciones, sus estudios y sus esfuerzos
por testificar mediante palabras y acciones concretas en el nombre
de Cristo.
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EDUCATION FOR MISSION

END OF THE SPEAR: A TRUE STORY

Steve Saint 338 pages
Tyndale House Publishers, 2005 #R1046/$14.99

Author Steve Saint’s father was one of five mission-
aries martyred in an attempt to befriend the
Waodani people of the Amazon. Despite the fact the
Waodani were responsible for his father’s death,
they were friends, even family to Steve. Part adven-
ture, part travel log, part spiritual quest, this true
story is one of challenges, losses and rewards.

GOD’S GOLDEN ACRE: A BIOGRAPHY
OF HEATHER REYNOLDS

Dale le Vack 319 pages
Monarch Books, 2005 #R1019/$15.99

Heather Reynolds gave her life to God, then waited
for the call to serve. While visiting South Africa, she
encountered the human and social devastation of
the HIV/AIDS pandemic and knew this was God’s
call.

JOURNEY TO DIGNITY

Eugenio Poma 177 pages
Timberwolf Press, 2006 #R1045/$15.00

Journey to Dignity is the autobiography of Eugenio
Poma, who was impacted by Methodist mission
work in Bolivia. He says missionary efforts produce
results.
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MINISKIRTS, MOTHERS AND

MUSLIMS: A CHRISTIAN WOMAN IN A
MUSLIM LAND

Christine A. Mallouhi 184 pages
Monarch Books, 2004 #R1027/$11.99

This book reveals the conventions that govern
Muslim society and charts the unwitting mistakes
Westerners can make when meeting Muslims. The
author’s stories come from a Muslim culture invisible
to many in the West.

THEY POURED FIRE ON US FROM
THE SKY: THE TRUE STORY OF
THREE LOST BOYS FROM SUDAN
Benson Deng, Alephonsion Deng &

Benjamin Ajak 311 pages
Public Affairs Books, 2005 #R1032/$12.95

From 1987—89, tens of thousands of boys who took
flight from the massacres of Sudan’s civil war
became known as the “Lost Boys.” This is the story
of three of these boys and their will to survive.

Miniskirts,
Mothers

I'h¢-|. Pouwecd
Fire on Ua

From ithe Sky
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NURTURING FOR COMMUNITY

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY: FAITH AND
PATRIOTISM UNDER FIRE (A Bonus Book)
James Yee 240 pages
Public Affairs Books, 2005 (Hardcover)

#R1031/$24.00

James Yee’s memoir tells how as a patriotic West
Point graduate, he found himself facing capital
charges, subject to abusive treatment and impris-
oned in solitary confinement without any basis in
truth. One of the first Muslim U.S. Army chaplains,
Mr. Yee’s story shows the dark side of an unregulat-
ed war on terror.

GRACE MATTERS: A MEMOIR OF
FAITH, FRIENDSHIP AND HOPE IN
THE HEART OF THE SOUTH

Chris P. Rice 303 pages
Wiley, 2002 #R1048/$14.95

This is the true story of the journey of members of
Voice of Calvary Church in Jackson, Miss., to
become a people of common dreams, desires and
destinies.

| CHOOSE TO STAY:
A BLACK TEACHER REFUSES TO
DESERT THE INNER CITY

Salome Thomas-EL 304 pages
Kensington Publishing, 2003 #R1017/$15.00

The challenges of working in an urban school are
not for every teacher. This book is a real-life story of
mentoring, making a difference and how the refor-
mation of the U.S. educational system can start with
just one school.
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KEEPING SPIRITUAL BALANCE
AS WE GROW OLDER:

MORE THAN 65 CREATIVE WAYS
TO USE PURPOSE, PRAYER AND
THE POWER OF SPIRIT TO BUILD
A MEANINGFUL RETIREMENT

Molly Srode & Bernie Srode 199 pages
SkyLight Paths Publishing, 2005 #R1040/$16.99

As people grow older and face new demands on
their bodies, they may forget the spiritual transfor-
mations they undergo. This book discusses how the
power of spirit can help overcome the obstacles of
aging, add meaning to everyday life, and attain both
material and spiritual goals.

MRS. HUNTER’S HAPPY DEATH:
LESSONS ON LIVING FROM PEOPLE
PREPARING TO DIE

John Fanestil 262 pages
Random House, Inc., 2006 (Hardcover) #R1036/$23.95

As a pastor, author John Fanestil has witnessed
people dying with grace. Moved and puzzled by the
spirit of happiness and holiness he has observed,
the author blends captivating historical accounts
with his own pastoral experiences to reveal the
secrets that enable people to transcend pain and
suffering and embrace death as a completion of life,
not as a tragic end.

WHO’S RAISING YOUR CHILD:
BATTLING THE MARKETERS FOR
YOUR CHILD’S HEART AND SOUL
Laura J. Buddenberg &

Kathleen M. McGee 205 pages
Boys Town Press, 2004 #R1007/$12.95

This book explores today’s hyper-commercialized
society and the damage it is doing to children as
they grow from toddlers to teens in a culture of con-
sumption.
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SOCIAL ACTION

EARTH TREK: CELEBRATING AND
SUSTAINING GOD’S CREATION

Joanne Moyer 209 pages
Herald Press, 2004 #R1014/$11.99

Earth Trek celebrates the earth and embarks on a
journey of discovery into the intricacies of the cre-
ation. It also explores how ecological concern and
justice relate to Christian faith, delving into the Bible
and a broad range of thinkers and writers to discov-
er and celebrate the ecological imperative of our
faith tradition.

ENRIQUE’S JOURNEY

Sonia Nazario 301 pages
Random House, 2006 #R1033/$14.95

This astonishing true story recounts the unforget-
table journey of a Honduran boy who braves hard-
ship and peril to find his mother in North Carolina.
With gritty determination and a deep longing to be
by his mother’s side, Enrique travels through hostile,
unknown worlds. Enrique’s Journey is the timeless
story of families torn apart, the yearning to be
together again, and a boy who will risk his life to find
the mother he loves. Available in Spanish.

HARD LINE: LIFE AND DEATH ON THE
U.S.-MEXICO BORDER

Ken Ellingwood 256 pages
Random House, 2005 #R1034/$14.00

This is a vivid portrait of a place and its people, and
a moving story of the West that has major implica-
tions for the nation as a whole. Told through stories
of undocumented immigrants and the border agents
who track them through the desert, human-rights
workers who aid migrants, ranchers taking the law
into their own hands and Native Americans divided
between two countries.



WAR AND THE CHRISTIAN

CONSCIENCE:

WHERE DO YOU STAND?

Joseph J. Fahey 205 pages
Orbis Books, 2005 #R1030/$15.00

This book is for readers who have not decided
where they stand on war. It asks: “In your heart of
hearts, where do you stand? Are you willing to send
your children off to kill or be killed? Is war a moral or
an immoral human activity?” This book explores
answers from the Christian tradition.

WHAT’S WRONG WITH THE
CHRISTIAN RIGHT?

Jan G. Linn 168 pages
Brown Walker Press, 2004 #R1008/$17.95

The Christian Right has become a major player in
the political life of the United States. What was once
thought to be a fringe movement within Christianity
has become the dominant Christian voice, with
political clout greater than anyone imagined possi-
ble 25 years ago. This book documents this move-
ment and its impact on U.S. society.

WHEN THE RIVERS RUN DRY:
WATER — THE DEFINING CRISIS OF
THE 21ST CENTURY

Fred Pearce 324 pages
Beacon Press, 2007 #R1006/$16.00

Fred Pearce traveled to more than 30 countries to
examine the state of crucial water sources like the
Indus River in Pakistan, the Colorado River in the
United States, and the Yellow and Yangtze Rivers in
China. He reveals the most daunting water issues
we face today; and although dire, tells us that they
are not without remedy.

Wargs
the Christian
Conscience
‘Where Do'¥py Stand
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH

AND WE ARE CHANGED: ENCOUN-
TERS WITH A TRANSFORMING GOD

Priscilla Shirer 195 pages
Moody Publishers, 2003 #R1028/$13.99

People who encounter God may fail to recognize
such encounters or not allow themselves to be
changed by them. Author Priscilla Shirer uses the
compelling biblical accounts of the children of Israel,
Ruth, Mary, Martha and Lazarus, to show the trans-
formation that can happen when people meet God.

JESUS’ PARABLES OF THE LOST
AND FOUND

James W. Moore 104 pages
Dimensions for Living, 2006 #R1002/$10.00

This book examines six of Jesus’ parables of the
lost and found to see if readers can find them-
selves and God’s truth in these stories. It includes
study guide.

LETTERS TO A YOUNG DOUBTER

William Sloane Coffin 185 pages
Westminster John Knox Press, 2005 #R1047/$14.95
(Hardcover)

In an exchange of letters over an academic year,
William Sloane Coffin writes to an imagined college
student, answering the student’s questions and giv-
ing advice about problems of faith, difficulties of
personal life, and confusing and complex problems
of today’s world.
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LIVING BOUNTIFULLY!
THE BLESSING OF RESPONSIBLE
STEWARDSHIP

Linda H. Hollies
The Pilgrim Press, 2005

105 pages
#R1041/$16.00

In Living Bountifully! author Linda H. Holies, a United
Methodist pastor, shares lessons, strategies and
experiences of stewardship. Readers can identify
with biblical women who had financial difficulties yet
prospered because of their faithfulness to God.
Readers can learn the importance of tithing and cre-
ate action plans toward becoming better stewards.

LONGING TO PRAY:
HOW THE PSALMS TEACH US TO
TALK WITH GOD

J. Ellsworth Kalas
Abingdon Press, 2006

126 pages
#R1003/$13.00

This book invites readers to study with ancient
experts in prayer — the writers of the book of
Psalms. These writers were human, their lives
marked by highs and lows. But with all of that, they
were saints who left us with the greatest collection
of prayers in the possession of our human race.
This book includes study guide.

WALK IN A RELAXED MANNER:
LIFE LESSONS FROM THE CAMINO

Joyce Rupp 264 pages
Orbis Books, 2006 #R1029/$15.00

At age 60, author Joyce Rupp didn’t know what
she was getting into when she began a 37-day pil-
grimage along the Camino de Santiago in northern
Spain. Joined by her walking friend, Tom, a retired
pastor, Ms. Rupp learned lessons that can help
readers travel life’s up-and-down journey with
more grace.

LIVING
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LARGE PRINT BOOKS

Spiritual Growth
10 GOSPEL PROMISES FOR

10 LATER LIFE
GOSPEL PROMLSES Jane Marie Thibault 141 pages

FOR LATER LIFE

Upper Room Books, 2004 #R1001/$12.00

Is there any good news in the Good News for older
adults? This question is one of several that the
author of 10 Gospel Promises for Later Life raises
and answers. Older adults may experience spiritu-
al crisis as they face what seems to be ongoing
diminishment. This book helps readers identify
their fears and learn to make the most of God’s gift
of longer life.

LEAP OF FAITH: MEMOIRS OF AN
UNEXPECTED LIFE

Queen Noor
630 pages
Thomson/Gale, 2005 #R1043/$13.95

This is the story of a U.S. woman who became wife
and partner to an Arab monarch. And it is the story
of a mother coming to terms with the demands the
king’s role as a world statesman places on her fam-
ily’s private life. Most of all, it is a love story — the
intimate account of a woman who lost her heart to a
king and the king’s people.
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LIBROS EN ESPANOL

Accion Social

COMO RESPONDER ANTE EL
MALTRATO, E/D

(Thomas Nelson/Caribe Betania, 2005) 107 pags.
John Bevere #R1042/$8.99

Inspirandose en Cristo, quien siempre resistio el
impulso natural al desquite y la venganza, estas
paginas nos invitan a cultivar una actitud liberadora
y transformadora ante diferentes formas de maltra-
to y abusos de autoridad.

Crecimiento Espiritual

CASADA O CAZADA?, LB

(Kregel/Portavoz, 2005) 222 pags.
Silvia Bolet Fernandez #R1018/$10.99

Un recurso indispensable para aquellas mujeres
abrumadas por las dificultades de un matrimonio
para el cual quizds no estaban preparadas. Con
candor y sabiduria, la autora explora temas can-
dentes como el de la autoridad y la vida sexual en la
pareja.

Crecimiento Comunitario

EN EL NOMBRE DE COMPRAR,
FIRMAR... Y NO LLORAR, LB

(Rayo/HarperCollins Publisher, 2005) 236 péags.
Maria Antonieta Collins #R1013/$12.95

Con el subtitulo “Cémo me liberé de mi adiccién a
las tarjetas de crédito”, este ameno librito tiene
mucho que ofrecerle a la gente atrapada en el circu-
lo vicioso de la deuda “plastica” que quiere liberarse
de una vez para siempre y aprender a controlar sus
finanzas personales.

RESPONDER

End

Iombre e

(omprar,

LB: Lectura Basica LA: Lectura Avanzada E/D: Estudio y Discusion.
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Educacion Misional

LA TRAVESIA DE ENRIQUE, LA

(Random House, 2006) 324 pags.
Sonia Nazario #R1035/$15.95

i AR AL, A RIS Y
e

o BB 4w MATTET

Basada en una serie de reportajes en el periédico
Los Angeles Times, este relato nos habla sobre la
odisea de un nifio hondurefio a la busqueda de su
madre, en los Estados Unidos. La autora, galardon-
ada con el Premio Pulitzer, escribe magistralmente
sobre el dolor de la separacién y el anhelo del reen-
cuentro.

Seais Nuosrio

T TEOLOGIA EN EL ESPIRITU
mﬂ_ WESLEYANO, LA
‘m (Abingdon Press, 2006) 105 pags.

Albert C. Outler #R1004/ $10.00

Uno de los eruditos mas importantes sobre el
movimiento metodista, Outler expone con sencillez
asombrosa el método teologico de Juan Wesley
basado en la dindmica interaccion entre la Escritura,
la tradicion, la razon y la experiencia personal. Un
recurso de gran utilidad para nuestra formacion per-
sonal y como lideres.

ALBIRET C0UTLER

Libros para la Infancia y la Juventud

POEMS TO DREAM TOGETHER

Francisco X. Alarcon 32 pags.
Lee & Low Books, 2005 (Hardcover) #R1024/$16.95

From award-winning Chicano poet Francisco X.
Alarcén comes a delightful new collection of bilin-
gual poetry celebrating family, community and the
power of imagination. These poems will inspire
readers to dream their own dreams for a better,
more compassionate and loving world. Bilingual
addition available.

LB: Lectura Basica LA: Lectura Avanzada E/D: Estudio y Discusion.
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CHILDREN

Education for Mission

BROTHERS IN HOPE: THE STORY OF
THE LOST BOYS OF SUDAN

Mary Williams 40 pages
Lee & Low Books, 2005 #R1021/$17.95

8-year-old Garang is tending cattle far from his family’s
home in southern Sudan when war comes to his vil-
lage. He returns to find everything has been destroyed.
This is how the true story of the “Lost Boys” of Sudan
begins. Brothers in Hope is a story of courage, and
testament to the power of the human spirit.

THE LIBRARIAN OF BASRA: A TRUE
STORY FROM IRAQ

Jeannette Winter 30 pages
Harcourt, Inc., 2005 (Hardcover)
#R1011/$16.00

Alia Muhammad Baker is the librarian in Basra, Iraq.
For 14 years, her library has been a meeting place
for people who love books. Now war has come and
Alia fears the library and the 30,000 books within it
will be destroyed. This is the true story of her strug-
gle to save her community’s priceless collection of
books.

Nurturing for Community

CATCHING THE MOON: THE STORY
OF A YOUNG GIRL'S BASEBALL
DREAM

Crystal Hubbard 32 pages
Lee & Low Books, 2005 (Hardcover) #R1022/$16.95

If there was anything in the world better than playing
baseball, Marcenia Lyle didn’t know what it was.
Catching the Moon is the story of the girl who grew
up to become the first woman to play for an all-male
professional baseball team.
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2 Almost (rone

MUSKRAT WILL BE SWIMMING

Cheryl Savageau 32 pages
Tilbury House Publishers #R1044/$7.95

Although she loves her lakeside community and its
people, a girl of Native American and French
descent feels demeaned when classmates call her a
“Lake Rat.” She confides in her Grampa, who lis-
tens, questions and reminds her of a legend con-
cerning Muskrat. A dream and symbolic dive into
the lake helps the girl accept where she’s from and
who she is.

POEMS TO DREAM TOGETHER

Francisco X. Alarcén 32 pages
Lee & Low Books, 2005 (Hardcover) #R1024/$16.95

From Chicano poet Francisco X. Alarcon comes a
new collection of bilingual poetry celebrating family,
community and the power of imagination. These
poems will inspire readers to dream their own
dreams for a better, more compassionate and loving
world. Bilingual edition available.

Social Action

ALMOST GONE: THE WORLD’S
RAREST ANIMALS

Steve Jenkins 35 pages
HarperCollins Publishers, 2005 #R1012/$5.99

Have you seen a northern hairy-nosed wombat or an
eastern barred bandicoot? These animals are so
rare, they could disappear forever, and they are not
alone. Almost Gone introduces children to endan-
gered animals with facts and illustrations.

COOPER’S TALE

Ralph da Costa Nunez 39 pages
Institute for Children and Poverty, 2000
#R1015/$5.95

When two fat cats take over the cheese shop, Cooper,
the pink mouse, finds he is homeless. The friendship
he develops with three homeless children changes all
of their lives in ways they never expected.



Spiritual Growth

DOES GOD HEAR MY PRAYER?

August Gold 32 pages
SkyLight Paths Publishing, 2005 #R1039/$8.99

Does God Hear My Prayer? playfully guides children
down their own paths of spiritual discovery and
reminds us all to invite God into our lives. This book
uses images and words children know to convey the
intimacy, immediacy and availability of the experi-
ence of God.

YOUTH BOOKS

Nurturing for Community

NO PLACE
Kay Haugaard 187 pages
Milkweed Editions, 1998 #R1025/$6.95

As part of a school project, Arturo Morales and his
classmates begin to work on transforming the
neighborhood junkyard into a park. They face obsta-
cles including the ridicule of family and friends; after

who a'r&éttst a bunch of kids to take on such a
SOGIRERtoh

HECK SUPERHERO

Martine Leavitt 144 pages
Red Deer Press, 2004 #R1037/$16.95

Heck feels like a “stick-man,” so flat he wonders
how he manages not to slip through the slats of the
bench he’s sitting on. He can’t go back to school
without his homework. He can’t get his homework
because the landlord changed the locks, and he’s in
big, bad trouble that his drawings of superheroes
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can’t get him out of. There’s only one way out: the

THE SPIDER'S WEB Good Deed.
THE SPIDER’S WEB
Laura E. Williams 134 pages
Milkweed Editions, 1999 #R1026/$6.95

Skinhead. Neo-Nazi. Lexi Jordan knows the names
her friends use to talk about themselves, but she
LAt EWILIA5 isn’t quite sure what they mean. She knows the tat-
too of a swastika on her head and the heavy boots
that blister her feet are a part of belonging, and she
wants to belong. But Lexi starts to wonder just how
safe she is when the group begins to do things that
make her uneasy. This novel gives insight into the
ways young minds can be molded to hate.

Spiritual Growth

MAMA’S WINDOW

Lynn Rubright 89 pages
Lee & Low Books, 2005 (Hardcover) #R1023 $16.95

After losing his mother, “Sugar” Martin goes to live
with his uncle Free in the Mississippi Delta. As he
struggles to adjust to his new surroundings, the only
bright spot is watching the building of Sweet Kingdom
Church, which will be adorned with a stained glass
window for which his mother scrimped and saved.
When he finds out the money is being spent on some-
thing other than the window, Sugar is devastated but
unwilling to give up on his mother’s dream.
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RESPONSE AUDIOCASETTES

Response magazine on cassette (only highlighted articles from each
issue) is available on a subscription basis, with costs as follows:
(@) $18 per year (11 issues) for persons with visual impairment; (b) $40
per year for groups (conferences, audiovisual libraries, districts, local
units) who wish either to make additional copies available for visually
impaired persons or to make additional copies available on loan. If sighted
individuals wish to subscribe to this service, it is also at the $40 rate.

Subscription requests should be sent to: Magazine Circulation, P.O.
Box 395, Congers, New York 10920-0395. Phone: 1-877-881-2385. Fax:
1-845-267-3478.

AUDIO

Available at the Mission Resource Center:

WOMEN'’S DIVISION — TEN BEST BOOKS ON THE HISTORY OF
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

(#2829) $40.00 CD

Available on audiocassette or CD, but not through the Mission
Resource Center:

Education for Mission

END OF THE SPEAR: A TRUE STORY $32.99
Large Print
LEAP OF FAITH $49.95 CD

$39.95 Cassette



OTHER RESOURCES FOR THE VISUALLY

IMPAIRED AND PHYSICALLY DISABLED

Year Title Braille # Cassette(RC)
or Disk (RD)*
* 2004 Abraham: A Journey Heart of Three Faiths RC 54940
* 2004 Aging with Grace RC 53242
* 2004 Beatrice’s Goat BR14006
* 2004 Becky the Brave: A Story About Epilepsy  RC 55592
* 2004 The Breadwinner RC 53938
* 2004 Breaking Through RC 53946
* 2004 Fast Food Nation RC 51561
* 2004 The Lakota Way: RC 54552
Stories and Lessons for Living
* 2004 Nickel and Dimed: RC 52291
On Not Getting By in America
* 2004 Older But Wilder RC 56395
*2004 Out To Pasture RC 41559
* 2004 Over What Hill? RC 45171
* 2004 The Pact: Three Young Men RC 54458
Make a Promise and Fulfill a Dream
* 2004 A Step from Heaven RC 53115
*2004 A Stone in My Hand RC 55919
* 2004 There Comes A Time: BR13665
The Struggle for Civil Rights
* 2005 The Enemy Has a Face BR 14922
* 2005 Far Appalachia BR 13726
* 2005 First Day in Grapes RC 59228
* 2005 God’s Leading Lady BR 14362
* 2005 Honor Lost RC 56051
* 2005 An Hour Before Daylight BR 13279
* 2005 Journey of the Sparrows RC 39970
* 2005 The Kidnapped Prince RC 45234
* 2005 A Matter of Dignity BR 14083 RC 53824
* 2005 Pigs at the Trough RC 55757
* 2005 Small Wonder RC 54304
* 2005 A Song Flung Up To Heaven RC 54044
* 2005 Stolen Lives RC 52093
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Year Title Braille # Cassette(RC)
or Disk (RD)*

* 2005 West of the Jordan RC 57565
*2005 What Keeps Me Standing RC 59539
*2006 Choosing Naia RC 57277
*2006 The Good Women of China RC 57933
*2006 If | Live to Be 100 RC 57408
*2006 The Noonday Friends BR 00279  RD 06455
* 2006 See Jane Win for Girls RC 49118
*2006 War Is A Force that Gives Us Meaning BR 14784
*2006 When My Name Was Keoko RC 55957
* 2006 Year of No Rain RC 57564
**2007 Angry Wind RC 60490
**2007 Facing the Lion BR 15221 RC 57478
*2007 God’s Politics RC 59930
**2007 Ice Drift RC 62254
**2007 In the Beginning RC 57270
**2007 Kira-Kira RC 59896
**2007 The Kite Runner BR 15785  RC 57457
**2007 Let’s Talk About Race RC 16356
**2007 The Meaning of Consuelo RC 58089
**2007 Madam President BR 16356
**2007 Not Much Just Chillin’ RC 58166
**2007 The Other Side of Truth RC 54378
**2007 The Red Rose Box RC 56079
**2007 The Shadow of Ghadames BR 16071
**2007 Standing Alone RC 60842
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Mission Study Themes

2007-2008:
Israel and Palestine
God’s Mission, God’s Song

2008-20009:
Giving Our Hearts Away - Native American Survival
| Believe in Jesus

Most 2008 books are available in September. Prices and availability are
subject to change by publishers without advance notice to the Mission
Resource Center. If a price changes, your packing list and/or invoice will reflect
it.

HOW TO ORDER

Plan ahead and allow at least four weeks for delivery. Send remittance with
order, and figure postage and handling from chart below. If you request to be
billed, a billing fee of $2 will be charged in addition to postage and handling.

Please use stock number and title when ordering. The stock number is print-
ed after the description, near the price. Use plain paper or a Mission Resource
Center order blank. The order form bound into the middle of this booklet may
be duplicated. Be sure to include your name, complete address including zip
code, and daytime phone number.



a Women'’s Division publication

www.missionresourcecenter.org
800-305-9857

Processed Chlorine Free
0807 BT
Stock #: M5009-2008-01

*M5009-20028-01°"*



